
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 2/10/20 
REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 13, 2020 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Ms. Perrien, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Lasher, Miss. Hibbard, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Williams.  
ABSENT:  Mr. Zwick 
 
EX OFFICIOS: Rick Hogle — Sgt. of Police, Rich Simpson – DPW Superintendent, Patti Kieffer- Deputy 
Treasurer and Josefina Medina – Clerk. 
VISITORS: Mark Holley and Doug Scott from ROWE Professional. 
 
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the agenda printed. 
     MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Williams to approve minutes of 
December, 3rd, Special Meeting with the correction discussed and the December 9, 2019 Regular 
Meeting as printed.  
    MOTION CARRIED 
  
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Williams to accept the check 
registry from December 7, 2019 thru January 10, 2020 as printed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Ms. Kieffer reported that she had been very busy with processing winter taxes, utility 
billing and balancing the ledgers to bank statements.  She also informed the council that she is still 
working on balancing the general fund account and when she is done, she will get them the monthly 
income report to them.   
 
DPW: Mr. Simpson reported that He & Cody had been working on all the day to day task.  They’ve been 
picking up Christmas Trees.  The bacti samples and arsenic samples have been completed.  He sent in a 
draft for the CCR (Consumer’s Confidence Report) in to see if I did it right.  Mr. Simpson reported that 
Mr. Passmore had sent in the cross-connection report to the state before he left so that is completed for 
this year.  We are filling in pot holes and repair on the plow truck.   
 
Well #2 that needs work done on it.  In November Rich noticed some condensation on the pipe on one 
of the leaded joints that goes into the floor.  He contacted Mr. Scott from ROWE Engineering and to 
have him evaluate the pipe to see if we have to replace it.  This would have to be a contracted job.  He 
presented photos of the bottom of the sampling area, showing where it blew out when he was 
sampling.   
 
Mr. Scott explained that before Mr. Passmore had left, they all met and looked at the site.  He presented 
to the Council a drawing of well #2 of what the contractors would be putting their bids together.  What 
he proposes that the City replace the blow out and from the valve out to the where it connects to the T 
area and replace the joint.  He explained that there will be some concrete removal.  They are concerned 
where the bids will come in. because we don’t know how thick the concrete slab is.  He asked that we 
look into seeing what our charter or ordinances say on if we have to publicly publish this in the paper or 
can Rich just select 4 to 5 contractors and receive the sealed bids that way.  Also, we weren’t sure with 
where the bids would come in, with it being under 20 thousand we don’t have to worry about bid bonds 



but if it is over that we would have to have one so, we thought that we could put in the RFP that if your 
bid comes over 20 thousand that you would have to include a bid bond. 
 
Mayor Lasher responded that he believes that this is just maintenance and so we shouldn’t have to pull 
any permits from the EGLE.   
 
Mayor Lasher asked Mr. Scott how long it would take to prepare the RFP.  Mr. Scott replied around two 
weeks.  further discussion was held on when the deadline would be for the RFP and what date the bids 
would be opened.  It was decided that they would give the bidders three weeks to submit and then after 
the bids are opened ROWE will give council their recommendations on who they think the council 
should give the bid to in the March meeting. 
 
POLICE:  Sgt. Hogle reported that Chief is out sick today so, he will try to answer any question council 
might have.  He reported that the usual task was completed and that their mobile vision cameras came 
in today.     We will be scheduling the install into the two vehicles.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to accept the Treasurer, Police & DPW 
reports as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Mayor Lasher presented the resolution that is done every year that sets the date and times of  
the City Council meeting.  Mayor Lasher read the resolution and a motion was made by Mr. Brown, 
second by Mr. Ordiway to adopt resolution #2020-01 titled Schedule meeting dates.  The Clerk took 
roll call as follows:  YEAS:  Ms. Perrien, Mr. Williams, Mr. Brown, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway and Mr. 
Lasher.   NAYES:  None.  ABSENT:  Mr. Zwick. 
    RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 

2. Mayor Lasher informed the council that it is time that we reappoint the member of the  
Board of Review.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to reappoint Mr. Wells 
Monroe, Dr. Michael O’Bryant, Mrs. Deb Price as members of the BOR and Mr. Raymond Medina as 
alternate to the BOR.  

MOTION CARRIED   
3. Mayor Lasher presented to the council a draft of the newly proposed changes to the City’s Drug  

& Alcohol policy.  He asked the City’s Attorney to review our policy.  The State’s recreational marihuana 
law conflicts with Federal law.   Because of that our D&A policy conflicted with that.  He asked the 
Council to review this and that it would be on the agenda for action in February.   
 
Ms. Perrien stated that the new language that he has put in makes it clear and more concise.  The only 
question she has is that it makes it the word on or off duty.  It is legal and with the language that is in 
this proposed change makes us a drug free work place 
 
Mayor Lasher replied that yes it does make us a drug free work place but in the term off duty that is 
where I think your question has validity and we do need to check.   
 
Ms. Perrien also commented that it states that anyone operating a city vehicle it falls under the FMCSA 
(Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration).  So, her question is that in our policy if your using alcohol 
and they do a breath test on them and its over .04 you send the employee home for 24 hours.  They can 



return to work if they test .02 but technically, they couldn’t because FMCSA says that you can’t register 
anything.   Therefore, she asked that we have the attorney look into that for us as well.   
 
Mayor Lasher commented that we do need a drug free work place and we will ask our attorney about 
your questions.   
 

4. Mayor Lasher informed the Council that the Personnel Committee held interviews and they  
recommend that we hire Mr. Randy Risdon.  He already has a CDL with air brakes and is experienced 
with backhoe use.  If Mr. Risdon declines the offer of employment, we recommend that we hire Mr. 
Davis Norris he was the committees second choice.  Discussion was held.  A motion was held by Mr. 
Brown, second by Mr. Ordiway to offer the DPW job to Mr. Randy Risdon and if he declines that we 
offer it to Mr. David Norris as discussed.    
    MOTION CARRIED 

5. Mayor Lasher informed the Council that our EMS millage will be expiring in 2020 therefore, we  
need to consider what we are going to want to do as far as when we want to put our proposal on the 
ballot.  Mayor Lasher asked that the Council give it some thought and that the deadline to the have the 
proposal tuned into the County Clerk’s Office for on the August ballot would be May 12, 2020.   We will 
make a decision in our February meeting.   
 

6. Mayor Lasher informed the Council that the State of Michigan requires you to do a resolution 
that they provide to each municipality for naming a Street Administrator.  Now that Rich is our new 
superintendent, we need to do this step to be in compliance with MDOT.  This is part of how we get our 
Act 51 money.  Mayor Lasher read he resolution provided by the State of Michigan MDOT.  Mr. Williams 
moved to name Mr. Richard Simpson as the new Street Administrator and Mr. Brown supported the 
motion.  The Clerk took roll call as follows:  YEAS:  Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway, Ms. Perrien, Mr. 
Williams, Mr. Brown and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Mr. Zwick. 
    RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 

7. Mayor Lasher reported that we had sent out a questioner as to if anyone wanted to change  
their positions on the Committees.  It appears to be that everyone is satisfied as to the committees they 
currently are on therefore, A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to keep the 
committee member the same as 2019 for 2020.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Miss Hibbard reported that they will be meeting next week. 
 
OMESA:  Mr. Williams reported that it was business as usual and paid bills. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Ms. Perrien reported that they did not meet for lack of a quorum. 
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that they met and that they approved the audit.  It is in the Clerk office if 
anyone wants to view it. 
 
BOARD OF REVIEW:  Mr. Mark Holley presented to the Council the notice that shows the dates for the 
March Board of Review meeting.  These dates are set by the State.  Discussion was held on the issue 
that the dates are on the same as our regular council meeting & election day.   
 



The Clerk informed the council that as for the day of the election they still can use the council room for 
the BOR and we would just have to move our date of March meeting to another date.  Discussion was 
held.  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Brown to accept the dates for the Board of 
Review which will be March 9th from 3 to 9 and March 10th from 9 to 3. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to move the regular Council meeting from 
march 9th to Thursday, March 5, 2020 at 7 pm. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown presented to the Council the budgets for CAASA.  The First one is based on what we 
get on ambulance runs.  The second one is what they make with getting 3 dollars per capita and the last 
one is based on if they were to get everyone on the board to approve an increase to 6 dollars per capita. 
 
Discussion was held on the cost of radio’s and other expenses.  Mayor Lasher asked that if Mr. Brown 
would get back with Mr. Weber or Mr. Smith and ask them for their fund balance in their operational 
account and in the capital account and we want to know what they plan to spend 124 thousand dollars 
on, because both budgets say that they plan to spend the same amount if they get 3 dollars or 6 dollars 
from each municipality.  Until we get answers the Council will not take action on this. 
 
Mayor Lasher asked that Sgt Hogle try to find out when the time will be that they have to have the new 
radio’s in. 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:  Mr. Simpson informed the Council that we have four street lights that the 
City owns in front of the Elevator and Myers’ building.  The new owner of the Elevator would like to see 
the ones in front of their building repainted and we should look into why the lights don’t work.  This 
probably should be a contracted job because the poles are about 50 feet in height.  Mayor Lasher asked 
Sgt. Hogle for the dates that he called in to Consumers.  He would like to know what has been reported 
and what has been fixed.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 8:40 pm. 
 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 


